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The Study of Modern Japanese Literature in Taiwan

Huang, Tsui-0*

Abstract

Since 1985 to 1945 between these 50 years, Taiwan became a colony of Japan,
and developed a close relationship with Japan. After the war, although encountered a
period of great instability, including sever of diplomatic relations in 1972, but on the
whole, Taiwan and Japan have always maintained a friendly relations through
“non-governmental exchanges”. This appears not only on the economic, cultural,
tourism exchanges, even the minority literature, also have translation, appreciation
works, and even academic studies and other concrete results. Especially the study of
modern literature is particularly popular in literary. Exploring the 120 years of
relationship between Taiwan and Japan, the field of literary studies should be an
important starting point. As this study embraces such a problem awareness, therefore,
intend to divide into three eras to explore. And to propose an issue of “research of
current problems situation and its future development* at the end, stating the
author’s specific recommendations. The following is the brief overview of the three
eras.

“Colonial era”, there are many Japanese scholars studying modern Japanese
literature in Taiwan, for example, Shimada Kinji, Niigaki Koichi, H6jin Yano and
other famous people. And among the Taiwanese, such as Long In-Chung, Yang Kue,
Zhang Wen-Huan, Ong Nao and other literary authors, have been pointed out that
their literary works were influenced by the Japan literary trend, such as the
Proletarian literature, neo sensualist, Japan romantic style, the love supremacist
during Taisho era, the doctrine of life etc.

During the “Post war till the President Lee Tend-hui’s period”, experienced a
“prohibit Japanese education” downcast phase, then, to the 60s, the setting up of the
Japanese literature department, changes the former sealed nature, the study and
research of modern Japanese literature has renewed its attention once again. When it
came to the 90s, where President Lee Teng-hui was in power, “the history of modern
Japanese literature” gradually published, and provides an important enlightenment
function in the study of modern Japanese literature.

After Year 2000, the practice of the modern Japanese literature study was broiling
until today, academic books with superb quality being gradually published, it can be
described as the maturity period of the modern literature study. This study is
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intended to organize the work achievements of the scholars and the graduates during
this 15 years, analyze the research direction.

Keywords: Colonial era, Taiwan-Japan relations, Post war, Modern Japanese
literature, Department of Japanese Language and literature



