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The Structure and Characteristics of Yamasachi’s Underwater
Tour in Japanese Mythology:From the Point of View of the
Pacific Rim

Cheng, Chia-yu’
Abstract

"Yamasachi’s Underwater Tour" is a fairy tale collected in "Kojiki" and
"Nihonnsyoki". It doesn’t only refer to the birth of the first Japanese emperor,
Zinnmu, but also connects Japanese god and emperor eras. The story is the second
part of the myth about Umisachi and Yamasachi. The first part is about the story of
brothers’ fighting for a fishhook. However, there isn’t bound connection between
the two stories. They could be separated and independent. Why are two independent
stories linked together? What does that mean? This paper will start from these
questions, targeting the tale of "Yamasachi’s Underwater Tour", comparing similar
tales around the Pacific Rim, and attempts to find out the tale’s structure and
characteristics and the editing intention of "Kojiki"and "Nihonnsyoki"

We can make two conclusions by this paper. The first, "Yamasachi’s
Underwater Tour" is based on "Fishhook Fighting", and adds a motif of brothers’
competition to emphasize. Furthermore, the story is composed of the element of
"underwater exotic wedding", Yamasachi’s tour and the birth of the greatest
emperor on earth. The second, "Yamasachi’s Underwater Tour" has a distinctive
feature from similar stories around the Pacific Rim. Behind it, we can find the strong
motive and wish of Yamato imperial court and Azumisi.
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