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Research on Japanese Women's Real Image in the Late
Modern Period From a Lady's Diary :

From the concept of "Foreign Land
Tang, Li~
Abstract

In the history of Japanese women's life, modern period has been considered as
"a dark age". This view may originate from the historical study of feudalism in Edo
period. However, recent empirical studies suggest another standpoint, from which a
different female image has been revealed by many excellent empirical researches
since the 1980s. Female travel diaries marked the beginning of the research, and
private historical records like home economics diary followed. It is remarkable that
they are used as historical records of women's history and biology, and thereby
Japanese women's daily lives in modern period have been exposed and their lifestyle
has come to attract attention.

The author holds the view that the women in modern period who lived with
autonomy were beyond the old traditional Confucianism morality boundaries and in
that sense they lived in a kind of "foreign land" state. This paper will verify
Japanese women's real image in the late Edo era on the basis of a woman's diary
"MISU UEDA-NIKKI" which was discovered by Kumiko Tanahasi in 1996 from
the concept of "foreign land".
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