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"A Dark Night's Passing” Theory:
On "Tokito Kensaku" as a Writer

Kao, Hui-Ling*
Abstract

Kensaku Tokitoh, the protagonist of “A Dark Night's Passing” is a novelist, but
previous studies have pointed out early on that he is a novelist who cannot make a
living by “writing. Throughout “A Dark Night's Passing” there is no indication that
Kensaku ever completes a satisfactory work, and he only talks about the pain of not
being able to write.

Guo Nan-yan called this phenomenon “the futility of the act of writing”.

Hozumi Ueda, following Guo Nan-Yan's observation, says that Kensaku
Tokito's “writing act” has “disabled” because he “may have been revenged for using
writing” in a “too utilitarian way.

This paper is written in the hope that there is still room for further investigation
into the cause of the “the futility of the act of writing” in Tokitoh Kensaku.

Keywords: Chat / Novel, Observation / Imagination, Rhythm, Unrighteous Child,
Poor Heart
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