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A Study on Akutagawa Ryunosuke's “Koshoku”

Saito, Masashi™*

Abstract

In 1921 (Taisho 10), Akutagawa Ryunosuke traveled to China as an inspector for
the Mainichi Shimbun newspaper company. He later published his travel records in
1925 (Taisho 14). Meanwhile, in the same year of his return from China, he released
the short story “Koshoku (Lust)”.

Generally, “Koshoku (Lust)” is not considered a highly valuable work. This is
because it was thought to have merely embellished and directly adopted a folktale
regarded as its original source. Indeed, the folktale that served as its inspiration bears
a striking resemblance to the short story itself.

Thus, this paper will first analyze the structure of “Koshoku (Lust)” and, through
an examination of Akutagawa’s possible intentions behind the story, explore the
possibility of reevaluating its literary value, even if only slightly.

Specifically, this paper suggests that Akutagawa’s disappointment and contempt
toward China after his inspection trip parallel the protagonist’s emotions toward his
relationship with the woman. Furthermore, despite his disillusionment, the
protagonist’s subjective perception of beauty in the woman may reflect Akutagawa’s

lingering aesthetic appreciation for China.

Keywords : Akutagawa Ryunosuke, China Inspection, Disappointment, “Koshoku

(Lust)”, Protagonist
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