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Kawabata Yasunari and Ashikaga Yoshihisa: Reexamination of the
Historical view about Ashikaga Shoguns as foolish rulers

Kameda, Toshitaka”

Abstract

Before and during World War II, the Ashikaga Shoguns were generally
underappreciated in Japan due to the so-called Kokoku-Shikan (a Japanese historical
view centralized to Emperor), and Ashikaga Shoguns were regarded as either rebels
or foolish rulers. However, Kawabata Yasunari wrote Ashikaga Yoshihisa who is the
ninth shogun of the Muromachi Shogunate, as a tragic young Shogun, in his
novels“Tokaido” (1943) during the war and “Sori-Bashi” (1948) just after the war.
Those novels are quite different from the general assessment mentioned above.

This paper examines Kawabata's view of the Ashikaga shoguns. It is true
that Kawabata was influenced to a certain degree by Kokoku-Shikan. However, he
wrote novels which have favorable view of Ashikaga Yoshihisa, because of his
awareness of his descent from the Hojo clan and his deep knowledge and interest in
Muromachi culture, and by directly influence of Arai Hakuseki 's review of
Ashikaga Yoshihisa.

Above all, the sense of aversion toward Ashikaga Shoguns before and
during the war was, at least on a general level, less common than is commonly
believed. I consider that this social background was the background of Kawabata's
favoritism toward Yoshihisa.

And Mishima Yukio's “Chusei” (1946) also shares the same viewpoint as
Kawabata's “Sori-Bashi”. Yasuda Yojuro is also interested in the middle ages, and it
is interesting that this interest to the middle ages was shared by some cultural
figures from the prewar to the immediate postwar period.

Keywords: Kawabata Yasunari, Ashikaga Yoshihisa, the Historical view about
Ashikaga Shoguns as foolish rulers, “Tokaido”, “Sori-Bashi”
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