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Allusions and Quotations to Classical Works
in “Thousand Cranes (Senbazuru)”

Saito, Masashi ™

Abstract

I will discuss both “Thousand Cranes (Senbazuru) ”by Kawabata Yasunari,
which is considered incomplete yet integrated with its sequel “Nami Chidori” in this
paper. Therefore, I will examine the use of explicit references in Japanese classical
literature, focusing on the portrayal of characters through the "Kasen-e¢" (Picture of
Waka’s poet) derived from the “Man'ydshii” in “Senbazuru” and the "Nami Chidori"
referenced in "Nami Chidori." Specifically, I argue that the former deepens the
impression of Mitani Kikuji towards Inamura Yukiko, while the latter reinforces the
character of Mitani himself. Additionally, I suggest that through implicit references
in Japanese classical literature, particularly by analyzing the relationships among the
protagonist's parents and the father's mistresses not only through “The Tale of Genji”
but also through “The Diary of Fujiwara-no-Michitsuna’s mother”, I can clarify the
dynamics among the three parties. Furthermore, in examining the characterizations
of women associated with the protagonist, we can draw connections not only to “The
Tale of Genji” but also to “The Tale of Yamato” and “The Tale of Utsuho™.

Keywords : Kasen-¢ (Picture of Waka’s poet) , Nami Chidori, “The Diary of
Fujiwara-no-Michitsuna’s mother” , “The Tale of Yamato”
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