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Explorations on “The Sound of the Mountain’:
Based on the Viewpoint of Connections with Drawing

Fan, Shu-Wen"
Abstract

It had various categories of studies about family relationship, family issues,
feminism, drawings etc. for Kawabata Yasunari’s postwar novel, “The Sound of the
Mountain.” While he was working on this work, Kawabata visited the places of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki as the chairman of The Japan P.E.N. Club in November 1949 and saw his
long-cherished drawing, “A Landscape of Snow Putting on the Sieve in the Freezing
Cloud” on the way back, it was profound for him to collect it. Tomioka Koichiro indicated
that common points between the drawing of “A Landscape of Snow Putting on the Sieve
in the Freezing Cloud” and the said novel in addition to “That was why I wanted to write
the tragedy of atomic bomb in Hiroshima”, which was the state of mind for Kawabata’s
visiting in Hiroshima.

Based on the study of Tomioka, the matter how the similar parts stamped on
Kawabata’s mind about the situation of atomic bomb site with “A Landscape of Snow
Putting on the Sieve in the Freezing Cloud” expressed in “The Sound of the Mountain” as
the form of novel was the purpose of the study to be clarified. It not only focused on mental
traumas, body reactions of the growing old leading actor Shingo etc. from the positions,
actions, and words of characters, but also clarified the points in common between the
features of the said perspectives and the ambience surrounding “A Landscape of Snow
Putting on the Sieve in the Freezing Cloud” for the purpose of a new comprehension on

novels as an attempt.

Keywords: “The Sound of the Mountain.”, the places of Hiroshima, “A Landscape of
Snow Putting on the Sieve in the Freezing Cloud”, growing old,
mental traumas
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