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Kawabata's Literature and Buddhism

Huang, Tsui-O"

Abstract

Although Kawabata's literature is often discussed in connection with “lyric
literature” and “neo-sensationalism”, and as the keynote speech of this seminar, this
study intends to place the focus of research on the relationship between Kawabata's
literature and Buddhism, with a special focus on the “redemptive” aspect of it. For
example, how does Kawabata's literature respond to issues such as natural disasters,
separation, and death?

In the past, many studies have cited “the unity of all things, the cycle of
reincarnation” in their research, but this is very different from the actual Buddhist
cycle of reincarnation. I have already published two papers on this topic,
“Redemption in Kawabata's Literature: Examples from Works Related to the Great
Kanto Earthquake” and “Exploring the Redemptive Nature of Kawabata's Literature:

299

Focusing on the Palm Novel ‘Freedom from Habits’”, in which I have explored the
basis for the difference between “everything is the same as it is, and reincarnation is
the same as it is”. In this lecture, I will focus on how the content of the Buddhist
scriptures has been accepted in Kawabata's works, how they have been transformed,
and what the reasons for their transformation are. Another issue is how Kawabata's
literary idea of the “demonic realm” i.e. “the Buddhist realm is easy to enter, but the
demonic realm is difficult to enter” has been introduced into his works, and how it is

connected to the theme of “redemption”. The above is the main theme of this research.

Key words : Neo-sensationalism, Redemption, Buddhist Texts, Demon Realm,
All thing as one and Reincarnation
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