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Applying Kawabata Yasunari's “The Canary” in Japanese
Language Education: Writing a Response Letter to the Painter

Lai, Yun-Chuang”

Abstract

Japanese language education at the higher education level in Taiwan
traditionally emphasizes the five core language skills: writing, speaking, listening,
reading, and translating. To enhance proficiency in these areas, courses related to
these skills are typically mandatory. Consequently, Japanese language education is
primarily framed as a means of communication.

However, Japanese language courses and Japanese literature courses are often
segregated, with literature courses usually offered as electives. Students frequently
perceive literature as challenging and tend to avoid these courses. Yet, literary
works encompass a rich array of knowledge and humanistic qualities essential for
interpersonal understanding and communication. Thus, literature serves not only as
a communication tool but also as a medium for conveying content. Without
engaging with this content, language learning may lack depth.

This paper explores the integration of Kawabata Yasunari's “The Canary” into
Japanese language education. The study involves students reading “The Canary”
and composing a response letter to a character from the story. This approach aims
to deepen students' comprehension of Japanese literature while simultaneously
enhancing their expressive language skills. By analyzing students' individual
interpretations of “The Canary” and fostering their creativity and imagination
through this creative exercise, the study underscores the significance of literature
in language education.

Keywords: Kawabata Yasunari, The Canary, Japanese Language Education,
Application of Literature, Language Learning
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