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Kawabata, the great literary master for Miura Tetsuo:
Through the Letter and the Kawabata Yasunari Literary Award

Harada, Katsura”
Abstract

The Kawabata Yasunari Literary Award is an honor given to an outstanding
short story. For Miura Tetsuo (1931-2010), the most frequent recipient of the
Kawabata Yasunari Literary Award and a member of its selection committee,
Kawabata Yasunari is a guarantee that he is a "master of the short story,” both in
name and reality. However, although the activities of the two writers, Miura Tetsuo
and Kawabata Yasunari, overlapped for about 11 years until Kawabata 's death in
1972, and they were sometimes published side by side in literary magazines, they
are not considered contemporaries. Not only is there a generational gap, but Miura
was a student of Ibuse Masuji, who admired Dazai Osamu, and as such, Miura and
Kawabata had no opportunity to be compared due to the complex composition of
their human relationships. However, even if there is no direct record of their
friendship or conversation, the presence of Kawabata Yasunari is certainly a major
factor underlying Miura 's literature, as his palm novels modeled after Kawabata 's
“Tanagokoro no Shosetsu (Palm-of-the-Hand Stories)” twice won the Kawabata
Yasunari Literary Award. To clarify this, we will focus on a letter from Kawabata
sent to Miura (dated November 5, 1967), which was first published in 2021.
Furthermore, we would like to peruse Miura 's work “Kekkon (Marriage)” (1972),
which led Kawabata to write and send the letter, and clarify why this work caught
Kawabata 's attention.
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