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Reincarnating “One Arm” :
A Contemporary Writer's Homage to the Literature of Kawabata Yasunari

Nihei, Masato*
Abstract

A lonely man borrows one arm from a young woman and spends the night
with her: the setting of Kawabata Yasunari 's short story “One Arm” is considered
one of the most representative works of postwar Kawabata literature, and has been
loved by many readers as a fantasy novel. It is important to note that “One Arm”
has been the subject of homage-like creation by many writers, from Nakagami Kenji
to those who debuted in the 2010s. In this paper, we will first review the homages to
the “One Arm” by contemporary writers and examine the factors that have led to
their homage. It will then analyze the homages to “One Arm” by women writers,
particularly the novels by Ayase Maru and Koike Masayo. These novels incorporate
the motifs and settings of "The One Arm," such as the gift and the replacement of
arms, and by connecting them to contemporary situations, they significantly change
the meaning of the motifs or relativize the male gaze and the life stories of bachelors
shown in "The One Arm," presenting stories with a fantasy quality different from
that of Kawabata literature. The story is presented in a way that is fantastical and
different from Kawabata's literature. These homages have the significance of
illuminating the character of Kawabata's literature, reincarnating it as something
with new meaning, and forcing the reader to encounter it anew.

Keywords: Kawabata Yasunari, “One Arm”, contemporary women writers, homage,
rereading
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