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How to quote from Kawabata's “Makai (the demon world) ” literature in
Kirino Natsuo's “Sleep of Water, Dream of Ashes” :

How to depict “the indignation and sadness of the times” in 1963 Tokyo?

Sakamoto, Saori i
Abstract

The postwar works of Kawabata Yasunari (1899-1972)has two characteristics,
namely, the dedication to “the beauty of traditional Japan” and frequent use of “the
demon world,” which originated from Master Ikkyu's words, “It is easy to enter the
world of Buddha, but it is difficult to enter the world of demons.” Furthermore, in the
series of “Soribashi” (1948-1971), “The Lake” (1954), “House of the Sleeping
Beauties” (1960), the male protagonists lived “a life full of shame and scars” (quoted
from “Soribashi”). Their memories were full of crime scenes and simultaneously
outlined diverse aspects of the female characters.

Following the same vein, this project goes to focus on how the concept of
Kawabata's “demon world” reincarnated in hard-boiled detective works of Kirino
Natsuo (1951~). “Dream of Water and Ashes” (1995) was one such story based on a
contemporary incident of Soka Jiro, a lewd bomber who disturbed and frightened the
society in 1962-1963. As the story reached its climax, various problems such as
“memories of wars/ colonization” concealed in the era of Japan's advanced economic
development and “the breakdown of concepts of family” gradually emerged.

Keywords: Kirino Natsuo, Kawabata’s “the demon world”, 1963,
hard-boiled detective fiction, “the indignation and sadness of the times”

* Assistant Professor, Department of Japanese Literature, Fu-Jen Catholic University





