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Problems Relating to Japanese Language Learners’
Understanding of Paragraphs:
Using PowerPoint Presentations as Examples

Takeda, Makito”
Abstract

A unit of written and spoken discourses is the paragraph (bundan and wadan
respectively in Japanese). Paragraph structure has been highlighted as important
for mutual understanding in communication settings (Ishiguro, 2020).

In this paper, the author considered the problems relating to Japanese language
learners’ understanding of paragraphs, based on the concept of written and spoken
discourses suggested by Ishiguro (2020), Wang (2018), Sugito (2005), using
PowerPoint presentations as examples. Based on the research, the author drew the

following main conclusions:

a. the contents of the PowerPoint presentations were organized well overall,
but in terms of paragraphs as partial elements, there were problems with
the consistency, hierarchy, and order of topics;

b. the problem of consistency was attributed to a lackof awareness among
the learners of the link between the table of contents and the body of the
article, and between the headings and the contents;

c. the problem of hierarchy was caused by the learners’ failure to understand
the concept of large, medium, and small paragraphs; and

d. the order of topics relates to the linearity of written and spoken discourses

and is considered to be an important concept for better logicality.
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