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A Study of Listening Comprehension Difficulties
in Natural Conversations for Intermediate and Advanced
Taiwanese Learners of Japanese

Okabe, Yasuko™
Abstract

It is often pointed out that improving listening comprehension is a major
challenge for Taiwanese learners. In this paper, we conducted a preliminary survey of
Taiwanese learners of Japanese at intermediate and advanced levels, and analyzed what
parts were difficult to comprehend when listening to natural conversation. As a result,
the following was clarified.

1) The degree of listening difficulty varies depending on the difficulty of vocabulary
and the distance between Chinese and Japanese pronunciations.
2) It is difficult to understand written words even if you have knowledge of
vocabulary related to Japanese culture.
3) Lack of knowledge of foreign words makes it difficult to comprehend.
4) Inability to listen correctly when the object words are omitted.
5) Only the utterance contents of the later parts are remembered, and the contents
may be misunderstood.
6) Even a little background noise interferes with listening.
Based on this result, class design and practical research to improve listening
comprehension skills will be future tasks.
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