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Practice Report on COIL Courses Offered by Japanese and
Taiwanese Universities

Sai, Michiko™ Lin, Hui-Mei™
Abstract

This paper is a practical research report based on a collaborative online
international learning (COIL) project jointly organized by Japanese and Taiwanese
universities in 2022.

This COIL course lasts for two weeks. 4 Japanese students and 12 Taiwanese
students participated. Japanese students are studying Chinese, while Taiwanese
students are majoring in Japanese Language. Then we conducted a survey and
interviews with students participating in this project to examine the achievements of
Taiwanese students in this activity.

Through this survey, we obtained the following results. In the pre-survey, most
Taiwanese students expressed their desire to improve their Japanese speaking ability.
We also observed that as the course progressed, students showed a slight
improvement in their active participation in conversations and their self-assessment
of their use of Japanese. After the course ended, the most common achievement that
students felt they gained was "making Japanese friends," followed by "improvement
in communication and presentation skills." As for the difficulties in group activities,
students cited "inability to express themselves” and "lack of topics,” but we also
observed a spontaneous attitude among students to solve these problems.

This approach is designed to allow students who are learning each other's
language to engage in conversation naturally. We believe that this is the effective way
to improve language skills and promote cross-cultural understanding between the two
sides.
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