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A study of the “Grammaticalization” in modern Japanese
language

Lee, Cho-En”

Abstract

So far, the phrases such as "ni-kakete" and "ni-oite™ are considered as "grammar"
in Japanese language education.However, the condition of "Grammatical Category" is
the compulsory use, the so-called "constraint”, such as the grammatical gender,
number, as well as the case of nouns seen in the Indo-European languages, and the
"ta-form"indicating the past tense in Japanese. In this study, | will reconsider "ni-oite"
from the perspective of the Grammatical Category, and compare with "-teoku", which
is also transformed from the verb "oku". As the result, "ni-oite"does not have the
constraint which is required in the condition of the Grammatical Category,but that
should be grouped in the Semantic Category.On the other hand, "-teoku" has the
constraint,that should be grouped in the Grammatical Category, and we can call the
transformation that "oku" to "-teoku" is the Grammaticalization. Also, from the
perspective of the Grammatical Category and the Semantic Category, | will reconsider
the Grammaticalization in the other languages.

Keywords: Grammaticalization,Grammatical Category, Semantic Category,
Linguistic Typology, Comparative Linguistics.
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