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The Taiwan bone Japanese’ Talk to Taiwan:
The Folktales in Taiwan/ NIIGAKI Koichi’s “The Gate”

Ishikawa, Takao ™
Abstract

Taiwan was a site of “diaspora of Japanese”during the Japanese Occupation
Period. As a matter of fact, Taiwan was regarded as important from the beginning of
Japanese Occupation Period as it was a hub for South Forward Policy as well as the
circulating of the traditional culture of Japan. In other words, Taiwan is located as a
station of journey of life. Taiwan bone Japanese in Taiwan raised based on this social
foundation. In this times, they who dee-med Taiwan as their hometown and lived as the
silent and passive existences surrounded by the political and economic violence then.
Notwithstanding they were squeezed between Taiwan and Japan in the struggle against
double pains, they constructed their identities by means of the segmentation of complex
diaspora. The matter how far of the periphery for the group with the same culture of the
other side in terms of Taiwan as the center for the group of the second-generation
Japanese bearing their fate on the site of Taiwan during the Japanese colony. It is
obscure existence in the per-spective of conventional literary history. Therefore, the
study tried to focus on the voices for the works of NIIGAKI Kouichi, the
second-generation Japanese in Taiwan. Furthermore, it discussed the strength of
supporting the writer based on the circulation of the two stories in newspaper serials in
terms of the social framework. In accordance with this, the author explored how they
maintain the identity in the overseas territory grounded on the Taiwan bone Japanese.
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