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The Ideological Foundation of lwaya Sazanami: Focusing on
The Relationship with His Teacher, Sugiura Shigetake

Masui Makoto™
Abstract

Iwaya Sazanami (1870-1933) is a leader in modern Japanese children's
literature. And he had one "mentor"” that he continued to respect throughout his life.
The person is Sugiura Shigetake (1855-1924) , an educator and thinker from Omi

(Shiga Prefecture) , the same as Sazanami.

Sugiura made an important achievement in the history of education and
thought in modern Japan, teaching ethics (kingcraft) to Showa Emperor (1901-1989)
when he was a crown prince. And he also had a decisive influence on Sazanami. In his
youth, Sazanami studied at Sugiura’s private school, Shokozyuku, for about three
years as a live-in student, and since then he has continued to respect and adore
Sugiura as a mentor.

However, the relationship between Sazanami and Sugiura has not been
sufficiently discussed in previous studies. Therefore, in this paper, | first outlined the
history and work of Sugiura, who is not so familiar to the general public, and then
clarified the points of contact between Sazanami and Sugiura, as well as Sazanami 's
view of Sugiura and Sugiura's view of Sazanami. Next, | pointed out three ideological
similarities between Sazanami and Sugiura (nationalism, sonnd ideology, and
Momotard-ism), and considered the ideological influence relationship between the
two, using the similarities as clues.

Through the above discussion, it became clear that in his youth, Sazanami
had a close mentor-disciple relationship with Sugiura, and he fully admired him as a
mentor. In addition, his political thought and ideology, such as nationalism and sonno
ideology, which later flowed into Sazanami 's (children's) literature, were learned and
cultivated from Sugiura during his young time at Shokozyuku. It can be concluded
that one of the ideological foundation of Sazanami was based on the teachings of his
teacher Sugiura.

Keywords: Iwaya Sazanami, Sugiura Shigetake, Shokozyuku, Nationalism,
Sonno ideology (the thought of reverence for the Japanese Emperor).
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