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Stand on a finite land:
Akiko Itoyama“Ririku”

Yanagihara, Akiko *

Abstract

The term “Ririku (Take-off)” is used as a metaphor of leaving this life and
passing to the other shore in this work. That signifies that the mortality, which
everyone cannot escape sets the limits of time and space we can reach.

A lot of mysteries lead to lasting confusion among readers through “Hiromu
Sato” in this novel. Besides, they never been solved until the end. The most important
one is N6 who was active behind the scenes as an actress, “Madam Allegory” in 1930s.
She is the ALLEGORY of Ambiguity like life and death.

By the way, the characters are described as the local and the native in this work,
including identity issues. What are the origins of religion, people and race? What is
the true essence of them? They imply problem of diversity we face today.

In the end of the story, the author Akiko Itoyama, who was involved in Great
East Japan Earthquake in 2011 seems to desire to live with absurdity of nature
including death, to value all diversity, to accept life and death as they are.
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