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Two Versions of “Dororo” Revived Now :
Osamu Tezuka Original Manga and 2019 TV Anime

Shen, Mei-Hsueh*
Abstract

Osamu Tezuka, who is called the God of Manga, had released manga
masterpieces such as “Mighty Atom”, “Buddha”, “Black Jack”, “Firebird”, but
one of his works ended abruptly as if it had been cut off. That is the “Dororo” series
which began in 1967. This comic features an adventure story of a boy, Hyakimaru,
whose parts of his body had been robbed by many Yokai during the Warring States
period and regained to the complete whole body afterwards.

Then the remake anime of “Dororo” was aired in 2019 and enjoyed great
popularity. The work revealed the setting of the hero’s disabilities and was adapted
to be closer to reality. And the hero's father, Kagemitu Daigo, sacrificed his own
child to save the suffering territory, and it seemed to trick the name of justice by
manipulating the power structure. On the other hand, the vulnerable people
struggled to live in the wars of the man-made disasters as if a beam of light emitting
in the dark.

The purpose of this paper is to survey the TV anime version of 2019 by
comparing it to the original to reflect the main themes of Tezuka Manga like war,
life, the meaning of being born as a human, what is justice, how to live now, and so
on.
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