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Investigation of ‘The story about two countries’ war’ in Section
Cathay by “Konjyaku Monogatarisyu” Volume 10 issue 31- From
the point of view of Minakata Kumagusu

TSAI, Chia-Chi*
Abstract

‘The story about two countries’ war’ is collected in Section Cathay by “Konjyaku
Monogatarisyu” Volume 10 issue 31. The origination is unknown, and there are no
works related to this article that have similar characters or plots in this Volume.
Former studies have proved that would be originated from India. However, the
historical allusion of being meat on somebody’s chopping block, Confucius and Dao
Zhi were mentioned, give the elements of Cathy atmosphere in this alien style work.
In addition, the scene of ink line at the neck of the bottle in this work was associated
with ‘The Shishigatani incident’ of “The Tale of the Heike”, which the similar
pronunciation of Hei-shi and heiji (bottle).

In the history of “Konjyaku Monogatarisyu™’s research, the number of studies on
the subject of issue 31 is limited, the conjecture would be the origination of this work
is unknown. Minakata Kumagusu, who is a biologist got high interest in “Konjyaku
Monogatarisyu”, and his notes have opened a new direction for reading and research
of this work. This study focuses on issue 31, taking the notes left by Minakata
Kumagusu as an entry point, trying a new way of reading different from the past.
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