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Travel in “time”, the going upstream and circulation
: The role of the “little cuckoo” in Hiromi Kawakami’s short story,
“We look for a grave.”

Masashi,Saito”

Abstract

A little cuckoo is the bird which carries literary time Japanese antiquity. It’s Hiromi
Kawakami’s short story, “We look for a grave.”, for, the voice of a little cuckoo is
made a background. The sister who lost my parents goes to father’s home, but to look
for ancestor’s grave it’s the fact that a grave can’t be found. It’s recorded on a postcard
with “early summer”. A elder sister said, “When a little cuckoo cries, rice planting
starts.” and “The father who died liked how to cry a little cuckoo.”. After that their
soul meets the ancestors who died already, and is led to an elder sister who took it
and possessed, and a younger sister keeps looking for a grave while asking voice of
a little cuckoo. We’re two who give up and leave for home once, but the search in
their grave is continued all too soon, and | come to the end without time’s of the sister
ending. In other words, this short story goes up “time” through the medium of a little
cuckoo, and “time” is the work through which I circulate.

Keywords: Hiromi,Kawakami, grave, little cuckoo, upstream in time,
circulation in time
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