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On Post-War “Nihonjin-ron” 70s

About the Talks of Transformation and the Status Quo on
“Collectivism”

Toda, Tetsuya™

Abstract

Since 1948, after the publication of the Japanese version of Ruth Benedict’s
Chrysanthemum and Sword, influenced by the content of the book, a so-called
“Nihonjin-ron” related books have been published one by one.  Chrysanthemum and
Sword influenced the content of “Nihonjin-ron” both on the Western “Culture of Sins”
which contrasts to the “Culture of Shame”, and Western “Individualism” which
contrasts to “Collectivism.” Especially from the latter, it produces the structure of
“Japanese people= Collectivism” either from positive or negative discourse and
reinforces its structure to make the structure even more unshakable. Such a
phenomenon not only exists and shapes in Japan but also abroad; thus, it has shaped
a common image no matter in Japan or abroad.

In the paper, a focus would be put on the view point of “Japanese
people=collectivism” and further examine the spectrum of post-war “Nihonjin-ron”
initiated from Chrysanthemum and Sword, and finally tackle on how it transformed
and was reflected on social changes of time. In addition, the paper would also describe
what new faces that “Nihonjin-ron” would possibly lead to due to major changes in
social structure.

Keywords: Nihonjin-ron, Collectivism, “Japanese people= Collectivism”,
Transition, Japanese People
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