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Japan as Symbol:Through the GOKURAKU TAIWAN Commotioin

Yokoji Keiko”

Abstract

In 2002, the guidebook GOKURAKU TAIWAN published in Japan was
imported to Taiwan, gave Taiwan society a lot talk about. Although it is
just patched-together guidebook introduced Taiwan’s play spot, but after
imported and sold at Taiwan, mainly the over reaction of then Mayer of
Taipei Ma Ying-jeou made a big turmoil in Taiwan. To the Japanese
publisher or importer, it was quite unexpected to give rise to a big
problem. As already pointed, the reason of this commotion made is the
topic included political, ethnicity, sexual issues, which the Taiwan media
had highly attention constantly. Compared with the TAIWANRON
problem occurred in previous years by the political intention, we can
find the GOKURAKU TAIWAN problem more clearly showed the
characteristic trends of Taiwan society. From this point of view, firstly I
describe the whole commotion of GOKURAKU TAIWAN, after that
argue about the Japan as symbol in Taiwan, for the hints what think the

structure of Taiwan society and the Japan and Taiwan relationship.

Keywords: GOKURAKU TAIWAN commotion, Cultural study,

Taiwan society, Symbol, Japan.

“ Lecturer, Department of Japanese Literature and Language, Fu Jen University
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