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The Tale of Genji and the Thoughts of Confucianism, Buddhism

and Taoism——based on the first part—

Chen Ming-tsu’

Abstract

Because of the frequent communication between China and Japan,
the thoughts of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism had spread to Japan
since ancient time and have soaked into the daily lives of the aristocrats
in the Heian period. The works of literature then also show the traces of
the thoughts of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism, and The Tale of
Genji is one of them. It is a question worth discussion to find out how
Lady Murasaki Shikibu picked the thoughts of Confucianism, Buddhism
and Taoism and what she achieved by doing so while writing The Tale of
Genji. For research on the thoughts of Confucianism, Buddhism and
Taoism of The Tale of Genji, the thesis especially focuses on the first
part of The Tale of Genji to discuss how the thoughts of Confucianism,
Buddhism and Taoism acted on the kuukanzoukei and jinbutuzoukei of

The Tale of Genji.

Key words: Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism, sukusei

the design of space, the design of characters

“ Professor of the Department of Japanese Language and Literature, National Taiwan
University
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