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Women's Images in Japanese newspapers
during the era of declining birth rate
-- Examples of profile columns --

Homma Miho*

Abstract

The problem of “the decreasing number of children” in Japan is becoming more
and more serious. One of its main reasons is the participating rate of women's
workforce improves year by year. However, lots of men still unwilling to share the
workload in the family, or raise the children together, etc., which results in the heavier
burden of those women who are currently working and caring their families at the
same time. They are burning the candle at both ends. Therefore, women began to
avoid getting married or even raising children. If the problems of “the decreasing
number of children” and “population ageing” coexist and become more and more
serious year by year, Japan will have to encounter tremendously serious crises, such
as workforce's shortage, economy withering, and the bankruptcy of its social security
system.

So, in Japan at present, the Japanese women liberation activists’ long-term devotion
to advocating liberating women, such as not working under the constraint of
traditional gender role division of men and women again, etc. has already caught the
Japanese government’s attention and set their goals and policies related to this field.

In Japan, the influence of the newspapers is more highly valued when compared
with the other media; therefore, it helps cultivate and strengthen the social ideology
with incredible power. The purpose of this thesis, is to analyze the contents of profile
columns in different Japanese newspapers, i.e. "Asahi" " Mainichi " "Yomiuri", to
understand how Japanese newspapers interpret women's images and their roles. The
result of the investigation finds that the Japanese newspapers are constantly
strengthening the traditional values of gender roles that women tend to take tenacious
care of their families, housekeep the houses, raise the children , and fully support their
husbands when they work outside, etc.

Key words : the declining birth rate, images of women, gender role,
gender role division, gender role ideology
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