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Discussions on The Woman in the Dunes of Kobo Abe
HUANG ,Tsui-0”

Abstract

After his first novel in 1948 (the 23" year of Showa period), Kobo Abe wrote a series
of works depicting the barren and remote desert region, which showed his concern over
this topic. Among them is The Woman in the Dunes, a novel published in 1962 (the 37"
year of Showa period). Those novels present the same setting, the desert space, but each
tells different stories and address varied issues. The Woman in the Dunes especially has a
rich and diversified content. The paper will analyze this particular novel and serve as the
first step to probe into Kobo Abe’s literature.

Abe’s The Woman in the Dunes tells of a man who, without informing his colleagues
or his wife, set out for an insect-observing quest. This man left with a motivation to
escape from the constraint of everyday life, but fell into a trap during his journey. He
ended up being confined inside of a sand dune and his captivity led to the beginning of
another constraint. He tried to escape, but always failed. The chance to run away
finally came to him when he had to accompany “the woman” (of the title) who he lived
with during these days to see a doctor. This opportunity to freedom was not easy to
obtain again, but somehow he relented and told himself that “it’s not really necessary to
rush to escape ......there’s always time to figure out how to get away later.” My research
has been focusing on issues such as identity and identification, the birth of the
revolutionist, or the liberation from traditional ideas or conventions. In this paper, | plan
to first compare and contrast Kobo Abe’s novels about the desert space, and then through
which | can examine the essences of constraint and freedom in The Woman in the Dunes
and discuss whether this novel can be considered as a Bildungsroman, a novel about
initiation.

Keyword: Kobo Abe, The Woman in the Dunes, Existentialism, freedom
Bildungsroman
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