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Changes in Perceptions of Japanese and in Self-ldentities through
Participation in a Study Group

Zheng, Yun-Jing”
Abstract

Benkyokai, also known as a study group, was formed at the University of
New South Wales based on the theory of Communities of Practice (CoP). The
author started to attend the Benkyokai when her Japanese language abilities
were about to fall apart. This paper adopted autoethnography, a qualitative
research method, as the tool for analysis to review the author’s personal
experiences of participation in Benkyokai and to investigate changes in her
identities. At the beginning, as a learner of Japanese language, the author used
to seek native-like flawlessness. However, after participating in Benkyokai for
about a year, the author became used to using Japanese as a tool, not as a goal,
and developed an identity of a Japanese Speaking Researcher. In-depth analysis
of such experiences could provide some useful thoughts for Japanese learners,
particularly in second language acquisition environment, to enhance their
learning outcome.

Keywords: Identities, The L2 Motivational Self System, Communities of
Practice, Autoethnography, Benkyokai
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