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Ineko Sata’s perspectives and memories of Taiwan:
A discussion using "A Trip to Taiwan"

Huang Tsui-O”
Abstract

Ineko Sata finished her work Kyarameru koba kara (From the Caramel
Factory) in 1928, and it was published in Poloarts. Since then, she started her
journey as a "New Poloarts Writer." In March 1942, with other novelists including
Hiroshi Hamamoto, Toyoshima Yoshio, and Shofu Muramatsu, Sata visited Taiwan
for literature lectures. Her work "A Trip to Taiwan" documented her experience
during her month-long stay in Taiwan. This paper mainly focuses on "A Trip to
Taiwan," to discuss topics including Sata’s perspectives of Taiwan, her views of the
colonial government, and the author’s concerns about Taiwan. Taiwan was an
important medium for Sata to reflect her life and her past. Therefore, the existence
of Taiwan and the value of such existence to Sata are among the topics of discussion
in this paper. Furthermore, Sata’s personal views can be considered part of the
collective memories shared by Japan and Taiwan at the time.

Another point worth nothing is that the spirit of humane care is extremely
significant in "A Trip to Taiwan." In addition to offering warm care to local people,
improving their living conditions, and enhancing the lifestyles of Japanese female
workers in Taiwan, Sata paid close attention to the "separation™ situations for people
in mainland China. Lastly, from "A Trip to Taiwan," it is apparent that Sata had
in-depth communications with Taiwanese novelist Kui Yang, who participated in the
labor movement and wrote related articles. Examining these communications can be
valuable for future studies.
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