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A Study of Nashiki Kaho "IEMORI KITAN" :
From the Images of Natsume Soseki As A Strange Land

Yokoji, Akio”
Abstract

Nashiki Kaho debuted by "Nishi no Majo ga Shinda" (The Witch of West is
Dead) in 1994. Afterwards, she wrote many genres works, like a picture book
"Penki ya" (Penki Shop) in 2002, a novel "Numachi no Aru Mori o Nukete"
(Escaping the Marshland in the Wood) in 2005 and so on. She can be seen as a
writer good at fantasy. The main text of this paper "lemori Kitan" (Strange Story of
lemori) in 2004, "Uraniwa" (The Rear Garden) in 1996 and "Nishi no Majo ga
Shinda" (The Witch of West is Dead) was translated to Chinese, these works was
also highly acclaimed in Taiwan.

The time when she wrote "lemori Kitan" is that she was writing another long
novel "Numachi no Aru Mori o Nukete". For having a balanced mental situation,
she wrote the work "lemori Kitan", so writing this work is just like eating a
nourishing food for her. In other words, "lemori Kitan" is a work which expressed
her unconsciousness to provide a consciousness that she exhausted on writing the
work "Numachi no Aru Mori o Nukete". Nashiki Kaho is known that was influenced
by Kawai Hayao, a clinician and psychologist of the Jungian. I think that the writer
Nashiki Kaho tries to express deep consciousness in "lemori Kitan" through
discourses of Kawai Hayao and her experiences of studying abroad. And her
direction of thinking to is linked to Natsume Soseki. In her text, Natsume Soseki is
like expressed as a strange land. So | want to consider about the "strange land"
through the images of Natsume Soseki in her works.

Keywords: Kawai Hayao, Natsume Soseki, "Yume Ju-ya", "Ju Gyu Zu", Muddiness
of life and the death
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