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Those Loathing and Leaving the Life : In Regard to
Ujihachinomiya's Death in Genji Monogatari

Watanabe, Hitoshi”

Abstract

The process to Gokurakujodo is steep for Heian aristocrats, and Genshin's
Ojoyosyu reads that only a slight disturbance of the heart in the article of death
hinders Gokurakuojo. Still, there are always the noble loathing and leaving this
transient world, Karinoyo, which is no more than a strange land, and earnestly
wishing for Gokurakuojo. Even biographies of the people who made it have been
written. Genji Monogatari describes those who are, while leaning to Doshin,
affected to their relatives and roving over in pain and darkness. In the latter half of
the story the main stage moves from the capital to Uji. It is a hub of major
transportation with ancient tradition, whereas it is regarded as a place of secluded
life, where Jodokyo culture has been penetrating at the time of the establishment of
the story. By considering, from the perspective of literal expression, the conflict
between Buddhism loathing to this world and affection to the family of a prince,
ruined and living in the mountain village of Uji, the hesitation and the depth of
despair of those who esteem this painful world as a strange land, Karinoyo, and
wish to renounce Hodashi, what they adhere, will be focused.
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