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A study on the Meaning of Japanese
auxiliary verb " V-teoku"

Lee, Kyong-Bo~
Abstract

This paper explored the meaning of "V-teoku™ and proposed that the definitions
can be classified into preparation and fake preparation in relation to modality.
"Preparation” referred to the action of considering the future. From the semantic
structure of the context, it showed "purpose — action (a measure) " or "unclear
purpose — action (a measure ) ." On the other hand, the meaning of "fake
preparation™ indicated the action of not considering the future. It expressed a
subsequent action. From the semantic structure of the context, it presented "matter
1 — matter 2 --- the end of action™ or "current situation — reaction."

Among these four expressions, "purpose — action (a measure ) " was the main
structure of "V-teoku." This paper pointed out that the meaning of "V-teoku™ has
been extended to "preparation” by metonymy derived from the meaning of its base
verb "oku", which means to keep. Then it was further extended from preparation to
fake preparation.

Keywords: auxiliary verb, V-teoku, the meaning in relation to modality, preparation,
fake preparation
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