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Essay on "South of the Border, West of the Sun" :
the Projection of Natsume Soseki's "The First Dream " from
"Ten Nights of Dreams (Yume Juya)"

Fan, Shu-Wen"

Abstract

In "South of the Border, West of the Sun", the protagonist "I" reunites with his
childhood friend Shimamoto at the age of 36, and his life drastically changes. At
Shimamoto's request, the two travel to Ishikawa Prefecture together. However, upon
their return to the airport, Shimamoto collapses, likely from a previous ailment.
Seeing Shimamoto on the verge of death, "I" helplessly "looked into her pupils. Yet
there was nothing to see. The depth of her eyes was cold and dim like the
afterworld. "This description is certainly reminiscent of a scene in Soseki's short
story "The First Dream" of "Ten Nights of Dreams": "At that moment, | looked
down upon her and asked 'Is that so? Are you really going to die? 'She answered 'Of
course | am going to die’, then opened her eyes wide. "

It is a well-known fact that Murakami Haruki perused Soseki's works, and thus
it is highly plausible that the two share similar elements in their literary works.
Through a comparative analysis between "South of the Border, West of the Sun" and
Soseki's "The First Dream” from "Ten Nights of Dreams”, this essay will try to
clarify whether or not Murakami was influenced by Soseki while writing "South of
the Border, West of the Sun", and interpret the contents of the novel from this
perspective.

Keywords: "South of the Border, West of the Sun™, "The First Dream", influence,
gaze
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