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The Old Hag's Sexuality in Fantasy Writing:
Enchi Fumiko’s "The Old Woman Who Eats Flowers"

Chen, Mei-Yao®

Abstract

As being aged, Enchi Fumiko switched her realistic writing to fantasy in order
to explore the old women's sexual passion. Of her most representative 'old hag
stories' would be "The Old Woman Who Eats Flowers.” In this work, instead of
seeking any solution to women's desperation of physical decline, Enchi employs
metaphor and parody to create a fantasy in which not only the worldly stereotype of
old woman be overthrown but the legitimacy of discourse be subverted.

Motivated with subversive deconstruction, the fantasy literature is usually seen
as a lethal writing strategy of overturning the cultural hegemony and exposing the
arbitrary and fictional characteristics of consensus reality. With a purpose of
featuring the subversive essence of fantasy literature in this paper, | will critically
examine the text of "The Old Woman Who Eats Flowers™ from the perspective of
gender studies in order to manifest the mountain-witch-like old woman's sexual
desire and to reveal the gender politics hidden within.

Keywords: Enchi Fumiko, fantasy, gender, aging, "The Old Woman Who Eats
Flowers"
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