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Kirino Natsuo’s Detective Novels as a way to surmount the
perspective of “Assisting / Resisting the War”:
Focus on There is Always Something, A True Story of Hayashi
Fumiko

Sakamoto, Saori’

Abstract

Kirino Natsuo became known in the literary circle by her hardboiled detective
novel in which the female detective, Murano Milo, made excellent performances.
Since then, she has constantly acquired high popularity and appreciations both
domestically and internationally. Her recent work cannot be summarized as a
“so-called detective novel in a narrow sense.” However, as Atsuko Sasaki (2011)
pointed out, even if Natsuo tried to break out the frame, there were “still filled with
techniques shown in detective novels,” and her recent work, There’s Always
Something (2010), was the same case.

This paper put an emphasis on There's Always Something, which was a true
story describing the later life of the writer, Hayashi Fumiko, with true moments and
make-up plots. After Tezuka Rokubin, Fumiko's husband, passed away, Fumiko's
hidden notebook was discovered, which revealed Fumiko’s “secrets.” It can be seen
as a play within a play, which portrayed records of Fumiko’s journey to the South
Ocean as the representative assigned by the army and the existence of a secret lover,
as well as the secret of their adopted son.

The writing motivation of Kirino Natsuo has a lot to do with “strong preference
for Hayashi Fumiko’s literary works,” “an amazing surviving lifestyle for women,”
and “depreciation in the literary circle.” The author was particularly motivated by
the facts that “Hayashi Fumiko was greatly depreciated because she praised and
assisted wars;” “How did she think of the war, what kind of stance she held
towards the war, and how did she participate in the war?” and also that” She
wanted to know what kind of person Hayashi Fumiko was.”

This paper tries to dig out the real writing attempts of Natsuo, who actively
turned into a literary detective, employing the techniques of detective novels to
explore the myths of this “Writer, Hayashi Fumiko.” Did she try to manipulate any
approach to surmount the dualistic perspective of “assisting/ resisting the war?”
This paper will make a correlative investigation into the abovementioned points and
the previous series of Murano Milo.

Keywords: Hard-boiled detective novels, Hayashi Fumiko and the series of Murano
Milo, memories of the very moments, to surmount the perspective of
“assisting / resisting the war, “the writer and “writing”
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