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Encounter with the Deceased of Takamura Monogatari
Why and Who : Monogatari of Suspense

Nakamura, Shoko”

Abstract

Mystery cannot be classified as a particular literary genre; it broadly refers to
literary elements and functions such as secrecy, riddles, inexplicable events or
matters, and enigma in literature. In this thesis, the author focuses on the secrecy in
monogatari literature of the Heian Period. By examining and understanding
suspense, one of the functions for creating mysterious events in literature, the author
aims to appreciate classical Japanese literature from different perspectives.

The literary work to be explored in this thesis is Takamura Monogatari, written
around the middle Heian Period. Takamura Monogatari depicts mysterious and
inexplicable experiences such as the protagonist’s encounter with his deceased
sister’s spirit. The author aims to read into the protagonist’s forbidden romance with
his half sister as well as the his encounter with his sister’s spirit to discuss the
inexplicable events revealed in the literary text (content) as well as the context
(setting).

The author found that the writer of Takamura Monogatari has drawn from
Kokin Wakashu, which is as significant as the Bible in Western literature, to devise
three suspenseful inexplicable events in Takamura Monogatari. In addition, if these
inexplicable elements are meant to amuse readers by allowing them to compare and
contrast between the original and the derivative work (for example, by allowing
readers to refer to Kokoin Wakashu to comprehend all the inexplicable events in the
Takamura Monogatari), then it makes more sense as to the relationship between the
inexplicable elements in classic monogatari literature and the effects the literature
wishes to achieve.

Keywords: mysteries in monogatari literature, suspense, Takamura Monogatari,
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