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Attempted Discussions of The Tale of Ochikubo as Suspense
Novel

Lai, Chen-Nan®

Abstract

Ochikubo Monogatari (The Tale of Ochikubo) is a well-known Japanese classic
for its tale of harassment and bullying of a stepdaughter. Why has readers been so
fond of this novel? The author sets Lady Ochikubo at the center of the harassment
and bullying story in Ochikubo Monogatari to display the contents of the story.
Thus, the tale has been noted as an “ethical novel”, “novel of social conditions”,
“novel of manners”, “popular novel” and “Cinderella tale for adults”. The theories
behind these categorization sheds light on the characteristic, idiosyncrasy and
meaning of the art history of Ochikubo Monogatari. Other than these explanations,
however, are there other interpretations through the eyes of modern readers?

Ochikubo Monogatari is staged with plots that keep readers’ expectation high
and eager to read on. This is an apparent innovational technique the author is
employing in attempt to please his readers (or listeners). In those days, monogatori
(tales) are read aloud to its audience, yet Ochikubo Monogatari is different as the
tale slowly unfolds its plot to successfully display its original techniques, and then
adds on the layer of anxiety and nervousness to the tale. In other words, with a
modern interpretation, Ochikubo Monogatari should contain elements and structure
of suspense novels.

This paper attempts to explore how to interpret Ochikubo Monogatari as a
suspense novel.

Keywords: Suspense, mystery, popular fiction, retaliatory
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