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A Study of SATO Haruo’s Work Traveler :
Reality in A Fiction as Main Topic

Yokoji, Keiko™
Abstract

The thought Orientalism have influenced to study of Japanese modern
literature largely. Specially, under influence of this thought, “Chinoiserie” became a
keyword in the studies of the works from Taisho period to Showa period, and argued
the connection of novelists around this word. In those studies, the writers who
picked up is TANIZAKI Junichiro, AKUTAGAWA Ryunosuke, KINOSHITA
Mokutaro, and SATO Haruo. SATO Haruo is a only one writer who visited Taiwan,
wrote some works about Taiwan. These works is tend to be discussed from Taiwan
literature context like Taiwan nationalism or ideology in these days, but these
studies almost missed his original position in the connection of some
“Chinoiserie” writers, the unique narratives in his works and his point of view as a
traveler. This paper pick up his short work Traveler(TABIBITO) that include
fictional element and documentary element. A motif of this work is his travel to
Taiwan around Sun-Moon lake from 1920 August 19" to 21%. This work is a first
person narrative, and filled with the viewpoints of a traveler. In this paper, | focus
on the narrative and his viewpoints, analyze this text, and discuss the Japanese
writer SATO Haruo how to describe Taiwan and Taiwanese.
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