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The “Rebirth” Theory of Natsuo Kirino :
An Alienated “Social Male Gender” Narrator and Intricate
“Desire” and “Extraction”

Sakamoto, Saori”

Abstract

Natsuo Kirino often features “the physical image in Japan today” in his works
through the proposal of highly provoking and profound issues. The example of OL
Murderer Incidence at Tokyo Electric Power could best exemplify the prototype of
“anomaly (2003).” Psychiatrist Tamaki Saito identifies the image of Kazue Sato
including suffering from “anorexia” with fancy dressing and pricing herself with the
lowest-level of prostitutes, and later discovered killed and corpse abandoned, and
reveals that a number of Japanese women have internalized the “constantly
monitoring sight on their bodies.” He also suggests that the “rebirth” of Natsuo
describing a nearly extreme “anorexia” and the “prostitution” that “seemingly
invalidates and strongly denies of sex,” is referred to as the “denial to sex” as
women or the “escape from love fantasy,” in addition to the re-exploration of the
“family” pattern for the origin of “love fantasy.”

This paper will apply the relevant discussions of such “anomaly” and
emphasize on the exploration of “rebirth” in three years after the work has been
created. The paper analyzes the part of “rebirth” where two males acting as the
narrator while the two have been portrayed as the “alienated social male gender
(namely one is homosexual and the other one is manwhore). Such point also
seemingly implies the cracks on “male discourse” unfolded from “anomaly” through
the description on the “first-person plural of female,” which is further questioned in
a more intricate form.  Themes such as ‘“hierarchic difference” and “extraction”
often appear in the literature by Kirino, while the “alienated social male gender”
narrator featured in “rebirth” circling around “extraction” and “desire” is developed
with an incomprehensible world via normal method. Not only so, when the narrator
re-confronts his memories on “family collapse” and “self-denial — suicide (and
escape)” with “past memory,” that memory will gradually and overwhelmingly
overlap with the narrator’s “body of alienated social male gender.”

The will take such issues into consideration while attempting to highlight the
“Unprecedented World” of Kirino’s literary world for the readers.

Keywords: Intricate “Extraction” and “Desire,” “Alienated Social Male Gender”
Narrator, The Unprecedented World
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