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An essay about existence and body of Empress Aki-konomi
in “The tale of Genji” : From description of painting

Okabe, Asuka”

Abstract

A queen consort is drawn as important existence, and, in the case of “The Tale
of Genji”, a public position and a suffering by the contradiction with human
affection become the theme. Empress Aki-konomi in “The tale of Genji” is daughter
of Rokujo-miyasudokoro (widow of former crown prince) .After her mother died,
she was adopted by Hikaru Genji, and married Emperor Reizei. Later, she became
empress. In this report, auther thought about the life of Empress Aki-konomi,
especially about description of her painting picture.

As a result, empress who drew a picture was rare through the Heian era, and it
was revealed that her action was more realistic and was daily in comparison with
Chinese traditional queen consort that moral character and physical representation
suggest fate is drawn. And can grasp the policy of “The Tale of Genji”, even an
empress could not get love without personality. Even if she dependded on power and
supernatural power .

Keywords: “The Tale of Genji”, picture , Saiku of Ise-jingu Grand Shrine, Empress
Aki-konomi
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