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An Essay on Midorizyo Watanabe’s Haikus:
By Keywords of “Body”, “Disease”, and “Climate”

Shen, Mei-hsueh”

Abstract

Midorizyo Watanabe spent most of her life in Taiwan during the period of
Japanese colonial rule. She was a female haiku poet and lived in Taiwan until the end
of her life. Ikie Yosita was her real name, while she was better known by her
pseudonym, Midorizyo. Midorizyo assisted with the edition of haiku magazine,
Ushiho, at Hualian harbor in the Showa era, and made much effort for the local
development of haikus. However, behind her energetic activity were the severe
fortune and sufferings from chronic disease.

Midorizyo was attacked by tuberculous myelitis, the same illness as Shiki
Masaoka accidentally, at her age of 23 in 1909. She led an inconvenient life due to her
disability of walking and confinement to bed. Then she moved to Hualian in 1926 and
began to compose haikus. Thereafter she tolerated the pain caused from tuberculous
myelitis and the hardness of the handicap. Meanwhile she fixed her mind upon the
edition and the gatherings of haikus enthusiastically. She recorded her life by the
collaborative composition of haikus.

The haikus of Midorizyo Watanabe were complied in Ushiho, The Collections of
Midori’s haikus. In this essay, the life of Midorizyo will be introduced at first. Then
her self-actualization by composing the haikus with strenuous illness and impairment
will be revealed. The author would also like to canvass these works in which the

physical senses “body”, “disease”, and “climate” had been woven.
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