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Outbreak and Development of “The shame” in the
Japanese Culture:
Mainly on “Shame” by the “Judgment of Beauty and
Ugliness”

Lai, Chen-nan”

Abstract

As Ruth Benedict points it out, the issue of “shame” is often discussed with the
spirituality of the samurai in Japan. It is not a problem demanding a conclusion, but
needs to be considered with the genealogy structure to know when the consciousness
of “shame” in the Japanese culture occurred. In this paper I examine the myth of
Izanaki and Izanami in Record of Ancient Matters(ii¥5t) and The Chronicle of
Japan(H AEH#D) as a representation of “the shame” that appeared for the first time in
the classics, and to develop a genealogy of “shame” in the Japanese culture.

“Shame” is regarded as important a formed word by the logic of the division of the
ancient community, thus the “taboo of not viewing” invoked by “shame” cannot be
slighted, either. In other words, why did Izanami display disgraceful behavior? Why
sending the ugly woman of Erebus to run after Izanaki? I presume that behind the
outlook of disgraceful behavior, the “judgment of beauty and ugliness” could initiate
the consciousness of “shame” in Japanese race.

Speaking in terms of a genealogy, the “shame” in the Japanese culture begins with
Kojiki and Nihonshoki myth of the Nara (%) period, which at first is closely
connected with the “judgment of beauty and ugliness”, and continues through the first
half of the early Heian Period. It is thought that with the use of more realistic “shame”
in connection with the “judgment of beauty and ugliness,” the secondary importance

of “shame” is brought about, and approaches the “sense of beauty.”
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