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Representation of Body in the Travel Accounts in Chinain
Japanese Literature: Focusing on the Pre-War Texts

Huang, Tsui-0~

Abstract

The modern Japanese writers went to China for various reasons and thus accumulated a lot of
experiences. Among those literary works, we can often observe that the writers focused on the
feelings of the bodies, especially the visual and smelling displeasure in the journey. It goes without
saying that this has to do with the Japanese cultural customs but the writers’ varying personal physical
conditions also made the differences of the feelings during the time of the travel. For example,
Natsume Souseki and Agutagawa Ryunosukes’ criticisms on the traveling sites were often caused by
their physical discomforts and impatience during their journey. Moreover, in Shouwa period, despite
some authors still had the similar physical feelings as those of the Meiji and Taishou period, the later
authors, due to their long stay in China, rarely showed their dissatisfaction to the Chinese
environment and regarded their visual and smelling reactions as consequential result of encountering
the Chinese characteristics.

Despite the personal physical reactions of the authors, the authors also described the Chinese
laborers, concerning their hard-working bodies and the unclean wear that caused the
dissatisfaction of these authors. However, at the same time, some authors witnessed the enduring
and strong bodies of the laborers and thus expressed the envious and self-unable emotion.
Therefore, from those descriptions of body we seem to tell when Japan invaded China and faced
the Chinese people, they unavoidably possessed the feelings of superiority, envy and inferiority

and so on.
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