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Application of TAE Theory with Regard to Abstract: Thinking
in a Japanese Reading Class

Chen, Tzu-ching*
Abstract

This study reports the results of practicing how to develop abstract thinking in a
Japanese reading class. Reading skills have conventionally been developed by reading
literature suited to various cognitive levels with regard to the interpretation of specific
words, the intentions or purpose of the writer, and to a limited extent in the
comprehension of more abstract elements in the work. In many contemporary reading
classes in Japanese language teaching, focus has been placed on such traditional
facets as vocabulary and grammar patterns, but also on the importance of processing
abstract thinking on a high cognitive level. However, an analysis of how people build
up their abstract thinking has not been addressed to a sufficient extent. This study will
apply TAE theory as derived from the findings of psychology and philosophy. It will
report that by using TAE theory in examining two or more seemingly unrelated
readings, readers are able to extract critical information from them and by integrating
them together, derive further critical information in an abstract-thinking process. This
method has been applied in reading class. The results show that Japanese learners are
able to exceed language barriers by learning how to develop abstract thinking and
practicing it in class.
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