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Imperial Subject Literature As A Genre:
Chen Huo-Qaun ROAD as a Main Topic

Yokoji, Keiko”
Abstract

In the Taiwan of postwar days, many scholars argued imperial subject literature
(B R3C5) in the process of constructing Taiwanese literary history. If we survey
these opinions, we can find that the definition of imperial subject literature differs
with the period and the person, just as present useof the word “imperial subject
literature” is a fact. But little has been reported on the constructing process of this
genre. So the purpose of this study is to investigate the situation of that time for
clarifying the constructing process of a genre “imperial subject literature”. In Taiwan,
the word imperial subject literature originated from the discourse over activities
launched by Cultural Department of the Imperial Subject Service Association(& X%
INECARER) which was organized in August 1942. And Chen Huo-quan’s work
Road(i&) was placed on the July issue of the monthly magazine Literary Taiwan(3C ==
H15). From these events the genre imperial subject literature was constructed in
Taiwan literary circles. The short novel Road(;&) is a text which the hero, the narrator
and the writer the three can be seen as one. This text interweaves many discourses
about the Japanese Empire and HAIKU(fE41]), is the Japanese original literary style,
so it made readers feel the Japanese Spirit strongly.

Keywords: Taiwanese literature, imperial subject literature (£ . 3C%5), genre, Chen
Huo Quan, Road(G&)
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