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Legitimacy and the history as narrative in Japan:
On the doctrine of Nan-cho (Southern Court) legitimacy

Uchida, Yasushi”
Abstract

When we discuss the Japanese history as narrative, we can’t avoid refering to the
Emperor of Japan. In describing “Japan” historically, it was the Emperor which had
been placed in the center of the state, and its importance hadn’t been affected by the
difference of the viewpoints on thought. In such “history”, how to interpret the
Imperial Throne in the Nanboku-cho (Northern and Southern Courts) period was a
difficult problem. The doctrine of Nan-cho (Southern Court) legitimacy in pre-
modern Japan extended its influences to the 20th century, and as a result, Emperors of
the Northern Court are excluded from the legitimate throne now. But, as for such
“history”, it was thought out from a process of the history itself, which connected with
each other of various factors. For example, about the Nanboku-cho period, we can
refer to Jinno-shoto-ki written by Kitabatake Chikafusa, who was an ideologue of the
Southern Court side, furthermore Taihei-ki, the chronicle which describes this time
vividly. In these texts, though it is so-called “the Three Sacred Treasures” that
guarantee the Chrysanthemum Throne to all the Emperors of Japan, but there are any
differences in signifying the “Treasures” between these narrative texts and the
doctrine of Nan-cho legitimacy in after ages.

This paper tried to analyze the historical consciousness about the doctrine of
Nan-cho legitimacy particular in Jinna-shoto-ki as a starting point, and to propose a
basis for considering the function of the “history” as narrative to the Japanese history.

Keywords: The doctrine of Nan-cho (Southern Court) legitimacy, Jinno-shato-ki,
Taihei-ki, the history as narrative, Sanshu-no-Jingi(The Three Sacred
Treasures)
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