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A study on Minae Mizumura’s “A Real Novel (Honkaku Shousetsu)”:
Concerning the inheritance and extinction of “Japanese Culture”
in post-baby boom generation era

Sakamoto, Saori*

Abstract

When Minae Mizumura published “The Fall of the Japanese Language in the
Age of English (Nihongo ga Horobiru Toki — Eigo no Seiki no Nakade) in 2008,
there was a huge debate over her statement. Mizumura claims that although modern
Japan is flooded with subculture and other “immature” cultures, the main objective
should be focused on what kind of culture would Japanese pass on to their children.
Mizumura believes it should be based on “good culture (civilized culture)”.
Mizumura then points out that the rapid extinction of “civilized culture” appears
after the “baby-boom generation”, when Japan’s “cultural hierarchy” was leveled.
Being part of the “baby boom generation”, Mizumura decided to tackle this problem,
which leads to the book “A Real Novel”.

This study focuses on deciphering Mizumura’s words. Using sociologist
Munesuke Mita’s argument as an assistance to unravel Japan’s social problems
during the high economic growth era, the period where “A Real Novel” was set. We
could discover many hints if we include sociology’s point of view when studying
this book, and connect it with problems occurred after Japan’s high economic
growth era.

Furthermore, 1 would like to include another female writer’s works in
Mizumura’s generation - Natsuo Kirino. Kirino and Mizumura were both extremely
concerned about “class” problem in modern Japan. Many of their published works
were about “class and gender”.

Mizumura and Kirino, both belonged to the baby boom generation, and their
recent works were much talked about. This study focuses on how they describe
“classes in post-war Japan”, and how they introduce the confrontation of
“Inheritance of Japanese Culture (culture)” and “Popular Culture (subculture)” in
their works.
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Equalization of Japan, Inheritance and extinction of “Japanese Culture”

* Assistant professor of Department of Japanese Language, Literature & Culture, Fu Jen Catholic
University



