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Differences of Stylistics Characteristics between Male Authors and
Female Authors in Contemporary Japanese Novels

Chern, Jyh-wen”
Abstract

This paper was based on the result of an investigation consisting of 25 stylistic
items on 40 novels selected from “Akutagawa Award” and “Naoki Award” with 20
male and female authors each. After the investigation, a T-test was conducted on the
data of the investigation for both male and female groups. The test shows that
“interrogation”, “comma”, and “emotion” are frequently used in the female works,
while “simile” and “expository” are often adopted in those written by male authors.
This suggests that female authors generally tend to use “emotional expressions”,
while male authors often use “expository expressions”.

In addition, a Principal Component Analysis was also conducted on the data of
the investigation from the 40 novels. Based on the 3 selected principle components,
the 40 novels were classified into 8 stylistic types. According to the findings of the
analysis, female works tend to contain more diversity, while male works tend to be
consistent with T-test. It is clear that male works tend to be expository in stylistic
characteristics.
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