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Changed and Reborn: Moral Education in Post-War Japan

Chen, Wen-yuan®

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the changes of moral education in Japan
from pre- World War Il through the post-war period, as well as the impacts of such
changes after the Fundamental Law of Education was revised. Prior to WW 11, the
Imperial Message on Education was at the center of moral education. After the war
ended in 1945 and Japan became a democratic country, it established the Fundamental
Law of Education in 1947 and relegated the Imperial Message on Education to
history.

53 years passed until the National Commission on Educational Reform decided
to revise the Fundamental Law of Education in 2000 and the new version was made
public in 2006. This version includes principled articles such as “cultivating the spirit
of active participation in public affairs, moral sense and self-discipline” and
“cultivating respect for the traditional Japanese culture, the country, the hometowns,
and awareness of being a member of the international community”.

The Revised Fundamental Law of Education has become a new index for
educational reform in Japan. It not only enables long-neglected moral education to
present itself in a new outlook, but delineates an educational blueprint more suitable
for modern Japanese society. Using historical points of reference, this research
explores substantial differences between past and present methodologies in an attempt
to reveal directions that moral education in Japan may be heading.
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